
September 2013  |  155 Days Until Marketplace Go-Live 

In This Edition: 

 FERC issues response to Integrated 
Marketplace’s compliance filing 

 Marketplace Go-Live Team to vote on TCR 
Market’s October 18 start 

 Structured Market Trials drawing to a 
close; Parallel Operations prep begins 

 Computer-Based Training modules delve 
into Marketplace settlements process 

 Settlements User Conference provides 
face-to-face opportunities for MPs, SPP 
staff 

Key Dates: 

 June 3-Nov. 1, 2013: 
Structured/Unstructured Market Trials 

 Oct. 8, 2013: Parallel 
Operations/Deployment Test Kickoff 

 Oct. 11, 2013: TCR Market Go-Live 
decision  

 Oct. 18, 2013: TCR Market Go-Live 
 Oct. 23-25, 2013: Settlement Users Group 

Conference 
 Nov. 12, 2013: Parallel 

Operations/Integrated Deployment begins 

The latest from the Marketplace workstreams: Control Status guide, TCR Bid 
Activity training, Data Depository MIPO 

SPP Customer Training has posted 
a Control Status Reference Guide 
in the Marketplace Training’s SMT 
Performance Support Tool and 
Guides folder. The Control Status 
Reference Guide is specific to 
resource-owning MPs. It provides 
an explanation of valid values, how 
SPP uses Control Status, and the 
importance of submitting the 
appropriate status. (Control Status 
is a Resource’s required ICCP data 
communication sent to SPP.) 
Please submit any questions to the 
Request Management System 
(RMS). 

Marketplace Training is 
offering one last session of 
TCR Bid Activity – a 2 ½-
hour net conference – 
October 1 at 1:30 p.m. The 
training will explain how 
TCR market clearing works, 
practices that limit risks and 
manage exposure, and 
suggest activities to help 
Market Participants prepare 
for TCR Market Go-Live. 
Register through the SPP 
Learning Center. 

The Market Monitoring 
Data Depository team has 
posted an updated 
Member Impacting Project 
Overview for review in its 
project folder, and also 
requested project liaisons. 
The Data Depository will 
collect generator cost, fuel 
usage, and physical-
resource capability data 
from Market Participants 
to monitor and mitigate 
the Integrated 
Marketplace. Please submit 
liaison names and 
questions through the 
RMS. 

FERC issues response to Integrated Marketplace’s compliance filing 
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The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) issued a response September 20 accepting in 
part and rejecting in part a series of compliance filings in SPP’s Integrated Marketplace docket. The 
order directs SPP to submit an additional compliance filing within 60 days. 

“FERC accepted some parts of our filing and rejected other parts, so we still have more work to 
do,” says SPP’s Sam Ellis, the Marketplace’s program director. “That work has begun, and we’re 
still focused on providing a quality experience for our Market Participants so they can continue to 
test their systems in advance of Market Go-Live (March 1, 2014).” 

FERC’s order says, “To the extent that SPP can fully satisfy the compliance requirements associated 
with this order and file in less than 60 days, it may do so in order to expedite Commission action 
on the remaining compliance directives associated with the Integrated Marketplace.” SPP is 
currently analyzing the order to determine Marketplace impacts and next steps. 

FERC issued its initial conditional approval of the Integrated Marketplace on Oct. 18, 2012. It 
issued a subsequent order (March 21, 2013) that granted SPP’s request for an additional year after 
Market Go-Live to implement certain terms and conditions, including real-time market 
coordination with Midcontinent ISO (MISO) and FERC Order 755 (generation resource frequency 
regulation compensation). 

Marketplace 
Go-Live Team 
to vote on TCR 
Market’s 
October 18 
start 

The Integrated 
Marketplace’s Go-
Live Team will 
review SPP and 
Change Working 
Group (CWG) 
recommendations 
and vote whether 
to proceed with 
the TCR Market’s 
October 18 
implementation – 
making it the first 
Marketplace 
business function 
to go live. 

SPP and the CWG will each submit recommendations to the Go-Live Team before its October 11 
meeting. The team will then issue its final decision following review and discussion of those 

TCR Market Go/No-Go Process 

October 3 CWG Receives TCR Go/No-Go Assessment 

The CWG reviews SPP’s assessment of the Go/No-Go 
decision with the program’s Readiness and TCR teams. 

October 7 CWG Recommendation 

CWG members review, discuss, and vote on their Go/No-
Go decision. 

October 8 Final Recommendations 

The SPP and CWG recommendations are published for the 
Go-Live Team’s review. 

October 11 Go-Live Team Decision 

The Go-Live Team reviews go-live metrics and SPP and 
CWG recommendations, and issues its decision. 
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recommendations and an established set of go-live criteria. 

The CWG requested in August that the Marketplace program evaluate the impact of delaying the 
TCR Market’s Go-Live. SPP brought that analysis to the CWG in September, explaining the 
regulatory challenges and timing complications of a delay, but also reiterating its confidence in 
meeting the go-live date. 

The TCR team is currently wrapping up its final monthly mock auction, and is tracking to its go-live 
metrics. 

TCR Market Trials began in January 2013. TCRs can be used as a financial hedge against congestion, 
allowing MPs to reduce their potential exposure to market price fluctuation.  

The 11-person Go-Live team consists of both SPP and member representatives. It was formed to 
review analyses and stakeholder input before determining whether the various Market Trials sub-
stages and the Marketplace Go-Live should move forward. The team has previously approved TCR 
Market Trials Phase II and the June 3 start of the Structured/Unstructured phase of Market Trials. 

Structured Market Trials drawing to a close; Parallel Operations prep begins 

With Structured Market Trials (SMT) fast drawing to a close – Market Participants (MPs) have 
completed more official Operating Days (ODs) than are left – the Integrated Marketplace’s 
program staff is beginning to focus attention to Parallel Operations and the Integrated 
Deployment Test (IDT). 

SPP has updated and posted a Parallel Operations Calendar and MP guides for both Parallel 
Operations and IDT, which begin November 12. All 16 Balancing Authorities have submitted “roll-
in/roll-out” plans for IDT, and an MP Parallel Ops kickoff has been scheduled for October 8. 

Whereas SMT verifies specific business processes and system functions in a very controlled 
manner between SPP and MPs, Parallel Operations will test SPP’s ability to submit and receive a 
full set of transactions to support the Marketplace’s day-ahead and real-time activities. The IDT 
will verify SPP's ability to maintain Area Control Error with all MPs and Marketplace-dispatched 
resources. 

SMT support staff are now supporting five ODs each week. Beginning October 20, official ODs will 
be added to the weekends, as well. MPs have completed 48 official ODs and 33 Unstructured days 
as of September 25, with only 32 ODs left to be completed. 

Weekly Friday morning conference calls (9-11 a.m. CT) have proven a handy one-stop shop to 
review SMT statistics, analysis, upcoming test scenarios, and to hear from SPP subject-matter 
experts (SMEs). The calls regularly attract more than 100 participants. “We’re hearing the Friday 
calls are very beneficial to MPs, especially with the ability to ask SMEs questions and clarify 
issues,” says SPP project manager Ginny Watson. “If some MPs aren’t joining in, I hope they will, 
soon.” 

In other SMT developments: 
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 Two key test scenarios – 3.0a (Successful Credit) and 3.0 (Violate Credit) – have been 
delayed until October 21 and 22, respectively. All MPs – including Financial Only MPs – are 
expected to participate in the scenario. 

 Extended Connectivity Testing wrapped up August 30, with 103 of 111 MPs proving their 
ability to connect and perform “critical operations”. Two of the eight MPs who did not 
complete testing are still working through the process; the others will be unable to 
participate in the Marketplace until April 2014. Those who passed the test have little more 
than a month to test the base and special scenarios. 

 SMT has added a Daylight Savings Time scenario, to be run prior to and on the November 
3 long day. 

Computer-Based Training modules delve into Marketplace settlements process 

Help is on the way for Market Participants (MPs) anxious to deepen their understanding of the 
settlements process and its role in the Integrated Marketplace. 

SPP Customer Training has published a Level 2 Settlements Computer-Based Training (CBT) module 
– Integrated Marketplace Level 2: Settlements – to the SPP Learning Center (LMS). The CBT 
provides MPs with information on the settlement process’ key components, from start to finish. 
The training includes the pre-settlement process, timing around various reports and statements, 
how money is transferred, and the charge-dispute process. The CBT also provides a high-level 
discussion of the various charge type categories and formulas, with examples. Click the icon 
labeled “Settlements” on the LMS’ home page to register for this training. 

Meanwhile, SPP Settlements has produced a series of videos that offer a more granular – “The 
nitty gritty,” says SPP trainer Michael Daly – look at the calculations and associated billing 
determinants used in various Marketplace transactions. The videos lay out the different types of 
Marketplace transactions and their settlement implications, and discuss the concepts, charge 
types, and related billing determinants.  

The modules are available through the LMS; use the terms “Settlements” or “SUG” to search for 
the modules. A reference guide has also been developed to help MPs navigate through the 
different videos. 

Settlements User Conference provides face-to-face opportunities for MPs, SPP 
staff 

SPP has scheduled its annual Fall Settlements Conference for October 23-25 in Little Rock at the 
SPP campus. The conference provides Market Participants (MPs) with an opportunity to meet 
directly with Settlements staff. 

“This is optimal timing for a face-to-face educational conference, between the conclusion of 
Structured Market Trials (SMT) and the start of Parallel Operations,” says SPP director of 
Settlements, Philip Bruich. SMT comes to an end in early November, with Parallel Operations 
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beginning November 12. 

The conference includes breakout sessions between MPs and SPP staff. Other agenda topics 
include an SMT update, Parallel Operations test scenarios, Market Clearing Engine and SPP 
Balancing Authority overviews, and MP panel discussions. Registration is available through 
SPP.org. 

New on the Integrated Marketplace website: Marketplace Change Tracker, 
Milestone Report 

SPP has posted an updated 
version of the Marketplace 
Change Tracker for review. 

The September Program 
Milestone Report has 
been posted to the 
Milestone Reports folder 
for review. 

More information is available 
through the following resources: 

 Integrated Marketplace on 
SPP.org 

 Marketplace Workstream 
Directory (PDF) 

 Integrated Marketplace 
Scorecard (PDF) 

 Request Management System 

This message was sent by the SPP Integrated Marketplace Program. 

Please use the Request Management System if you have questions or feedback on the content of this message. 
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